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What side did you take on the strike?
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(® Hot-Archer8508 - 8h ago
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. VictordNewton OP « 12h ago « Edited 12h ago

Thank you for your question. My opponent, who ran previously for the MTA Board (something I believe is
a major conflict of interest issue for the School Committee's collective bargaining responsibilities), has
written positively about the strike. | respectfully disagree. | believe the strike was lose-lose and stemmed
in part from missteps on the part of the union, the mayor, and the School Committee. There was
miscommunication and intractability on multiple sides, and the ones who suffered the most as a
consequence were our children and students. That was unacceptable in my view. While many neighbors
and parents | talked to agreed that our teachers deserved to be adequately compensated, the strike
lasting 11 days is something that never should have happened if we had taken a truly student-centered
focus - which is one major differentiating element of my campaign.

Abig part of my campaign is about avoiding that kind of instability that keeps our students out of the
classroom. After COVID and the recent strike, we can't afford future disruptions to student learning. We
have an opportunity to reset, calm things down, and prioritize reestablishing trust and faith in the NPS
system to do right by students first and foremost.
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The only question | am asking any candidate running for anything this year is...
How are you going to hold people accountable for the attempted authoritarian takeover of our country?
I have kids on IEPs at NNHS. A really good program got cut and who knows what i in store for next year.

How do you plan to fight for our kids?
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Thank you for your question. Regarding the IEP question, protecting SpEd is one of my priorities and
something | value as a parent of a neurodivergent child. One of the things | have already begun doing is
advocating with our state representatives for rethinking of the funding formulas under Chapter 70 of the
MGL that are out of date and not properly reflective of the extra responsibility Newton takes on with the
higher average cost-to-serve of a SpEd child. NPS should take pride in the fact that families value it for its
SpEd efforts (can continue to improve, for sure) and move to Newton in part for that. But the state needs
to help fund it more appropriately.

We also need to get more of our circuit breaker funding reimbursed to match better our actual
expenditures on behalf of our SpEd students. As a Superintendent Fellow at the Arlington Public Schools,
I believe there are opportunities to join forces with other districts in similar positions to advocate for this.

As for the attempted authoritarian takeover of our country, there are limits to what a School Committee
member can do, to be candid. But my work in education has included helping districts, like Metro-
Nashville, protect themselves against governmental overreach while focusing on the fundamental core
priority of student leaming. | also believe that close partnerships with our city leadership, state
representatives, and governor will also help us in resisting unconstitutional actions. I am proud to be a
Massachusetts and Newton native, and | thank those who stood up and made their voices heard
yesterday in Newton Centre.

218 OReply QAward (D Share  ull 10




image3.png
g evorev1 - 16h ago

sup mush, can we get a fresh coat of Italian flag color paint on adams st or what mush.? should be priority one.
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Hi, thanks for your question. | did notice that the other day when | was driving down Adams Street. That
is, frankly, beyond what School Committee members have control over. That said, | would recommend
contacting your City Councilors who have purview over The Lake. The current Ward 1 councilors are Maria

Greenberg, Alison Leary, and John Oliver. See https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-

council/council-members/ward-1 for contact information for them. The Nonantum Neighborhood
Association might also be worth contacting. Hope this helps!
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Were you another hand picked candidate from Mathew Hill? Sadly, | think the answer is yes.
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Thanks for your question. The answer is a clear "No." While Matt Hills, along with many others across the
spectrum of Newtonians, supports me, | did not know him before I announced my candidacy. My interest
in running dates back to February 2025 when | first approached current incumbent Barry Greenstein
about his thoughts on running for re-election (Barry has since indicated he is not running and has
endorsed me). | first met Matt months later while | was in City Hall advocating for, and listening to the
discussion regarding, the push for funding of our schools at Level Services Plus this year.
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‘What side did you take on the strike?
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Kids in private school, | bet he does not even know there was a strike. LOL
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Wait... his kids go to private school?!
©18 Oreoy  Qaward 2 share

If you read my website (victoranewton.com), you will see that | have already addressed the strike
and my position on it. While other candidates are trying to steer away from discussing the issue and
using the strategy of trying to be as generic as possible, | believe it is a very important thing to
discuss openly 50 people know where | stand. | quote from

https://wwwvictoranewton.com/meet victor: “Additionally, unlike my opponent who has written
positively about the strike, | believe the strike was lose-lose for everyone involved - especially our
students - and could have been avoided with better communication and partnership among the
School Committee, Mayor, and unions. | want to bring 2 fresh start that enables the rebuilding of
trust

s for your private school question, yes, | do have children in private school at the moment due to
neurodivergent needs NPS was unable to meet. After a broad search, we were able to find better
neurodivergent accommodations at another school and transitioned there. However, my desire is to
be able to return to NPS once there is more stability in the system, better funding, restored access
to academic rigor for all students, and stable SpEd support. These are big drivers of my desire to run
for the School Committee, and from my discussion with hundreds of neighbors and fellow
Newtonians, they seemed to be shared by many. | actually have *skin in the game" as a result (and
my opponent has no children in the system either, FYi).

The easy thing to do would have been for me to say, those are not my problems and to move on as
‘over 1,000 NPS students have done in recent years. But | believe | have a responsibility, especially
with my experience and professional expertise, to help restore NPS to its full potential and advocate
for the funding necessary to achieve that.

‘Additionally, | have spent the better part of the last decade of my life working in, or supporting,
public education so there is no question of my commitment to public education. | have extensive
‘experience working with district leaders and boards/committees including my current role as
Superintendent Fellow with the Arlington Public Schools. | would actually argue that | offer an
important perspective: someane who understands the potential of public education but also
understands the private school world and knows what it would take to be able to win back several of
the families who have left NPS since COVID and the strike.
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